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Student-Centered Classrooms

Construction of learning

· Teachers create situations that allow students to make connections to new ideas

· New information is offered through higher order thinking activities

· A variety of learning opportunities is offered to meet the needs of all learners

· Students construct their own meaning about issues, problems and topics

Metacognition

· Teachers facilitate opportunities for students think about their thinking

· Students learn how to be self-regulated

· Students make sense of the world through concrete experience, collaborative discourse, and reflection

· Students define goals and reflect on their progress

Teacher/student partnership in learning

· Teachers design lessons that explicitly link essential concepts and skills to students’ current understanding and natural curiosity about the topic

· Students are engaged in decision making in the classroom

Collaborative learning

· Students create meaning through social interaction

· Cooperative learning and collaboration are used for students to learn from one another

Meaningful assessment in real-world contexts

· Authentic and challenging applications are used

· Instructional activities and assessment overlap

Planning for a student-centered classroom:

· Problems can be structured around big ideas to provide a framework with which to gather information and build knowledge

· Make learning high-interest and personalized

· Realize “students and teachers are partners in a caring relationship and be willing to be co-learners and co-creators of learning experiences” (McCombs and Miller, 2007, p 110)

· Teachers plan with an emphasis on the knowledge of who their learners are both individually and collectively and are armed with the best available knowledge about learning and about the best teaching practice
Instructing for a student-centered classroom:

· A student-centered school offers each child many opportunities to learn. Teachers experiment with different approaches to learning to enable each child’s different learning style
· Teachers facilitate a variety of learning opportunities – experiential, holistic, authentic, and challenging

· Constructing ideas or systems is interactive

· “Learner-centered teachers recognize that knowledge construction is not entirely an individual process…The teachers question and probe to help children make meaning. They listen carefully, encouraging reflection and stimulating new connections and interpretations” (Rallis, 1995, p226)

· “The teacher’s role is more that of a facilitator than instructor, the students are active participants in the learning process. The teacher helps to guide the students, manage their activities and direct their learning. Being a teacher means helping people to learn – and, in a student-centered class, the teacher is a member of the class as a participant in the learning process” (Jones, 2007, p2)

Assessment for a student-centered classroom:

· Without training, most learners cannot accurately judge what they do and don’t know
· For collaborative group work to have an impact, teachers must design effective learning tasks. The tasks must have clear outcomes and be interdependent among the students. The teacher needs to carefully monitor activities and give constant feedback 

· Performance assessments are those involving students in activities, which require them to demonstrate mastery of certain performance skills or their ability to create products that meet certain standards of quality

CONCLUSION: The primary goal of student-centered classrooms is to help students become independent.
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